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For Henry McLaughlin, there are no political expediencies or cos, just
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s Henry McLaughlin enters the confer-
ence room of The Historic District Hotel
in downtown Richmond, he greets mem-
bers of the Central Virginia Client Coun-
cil, a consumer am of the Central Vir-
ginia Legal Aid Society.

“Looky-here, looky-here,” says
McLaughlin as he put his arms around
LularR. Lucky and then Judith Budd, two
long-time members of the group. “1t’s a
sight for sore eyes to see you.”

“Hi sweetie, how you doing?” the
women respond.

At6-feet-1, the 56-year-old McLaughlin
towers over Lucky and Budd, a disparity
he corrects by slouching his shoulders,
pursing his lips and peering intently into
their faces. Dressed in a rumpled white
shirt, red tie and the pant half of a brown
suit, McLaughlinstandsjingling the coins
in his pockets, talking easily in his
Southside Virginia drawl.

Hissalt-and-pepperbeard, wire-rimmed
glasses and dark hair sprawled across his

forehead give him a timeless appearance,

~ as though he could have been a 19th- |

centurypatriarchinstead ofthe only white -
man present inaroom of 'fncan—Amen»
can civic leaders.

Henry W. McLaughlm s executive di-
rector of the Central Vu-gmxa Legal Aid
Society. He specializes in legal issues
surrounding home foreclosures without
bankruptey, tenant-landlord disputes and
advocacy for the homeless. -

It is in this role that McLaughlm has-,
earned his iconoclastic reputation. He
works tirelessly to shatter: myths and ste-
reotypes that surround the city’s poorand
homeless by forcing city officials and
citizens to acknowledge them and by
standing in the way of any attempt to
sweep them out of sight. In nearly every
recent public debate involving the poor or
disenfranchised of Richmond,
McLaughlin stands out as an unbending,
and sometimes unwelcome, voice of con-
science.

by Rebecca Neale
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Today’s meeting is a gathering of repre-
sentatives of client councils from across
- the state who, under McLaughlin’s direc-
tion, form an integral part of Legal Aid’s
outreach and volunteer efforts. They dis-
cuss the power local housing authorities
have to evict families from their homes.
““If your children do something across
town in another apartment, that family will
be evicted,” says Anna Bullock, a member
of the Richmond Client Council. “If your
~ child plays hooky while you are at work,
how would you know? You canbe evicted.
T1think this gives housing authority manag-
ers too much power.” ;
McLaughlin agrees. “If a teen-ager gets
into trouble, the housing authority will
seek to evict the mother and her small
children, evenifthereisnoproofthe mother
__knew anything about it,” he says. “The
attitude is, if the mother didn’t know, she
should have known. If there is a mother in
Windsor Farms and her son gets into drugs,
people feel sympathy for the mother. If
thereis sympathy forthe motherin Windsor
Farms, there should be sympathy for the
mother in Whitcomb Court.”

one unswerving principle: Everyone deserves the same level

- That is the simple message that
MecLaughlin wants the world to hear. Ev-
eryone deserves to be treated with the same
level of dignity and respect. Income, places
of residence and homelessness are mere
accidents of fate that cannot erode that
basic truth. And itis notaprinciple thatcan
be compromised in the name of political
expediency.

McLaughlin’s admirers call him dedi-
cated, committed, kindhearted, caring, te-
nacious and driven. Even his critics say
they are exasperated admirers, respectful
survivors of the gale force of McLaughlin’s
convictions. :

Their words for McLaughlin are “un-
compromising,”‘‘stubborn,” “adversarial.”

“Henry McLaughlin has stepped on toes
—— but Ralph Nader steps on toes,” says
Janice Fatzinger, executive director of
Emergency Shelter Inc. and co-convener
of the Greater Richmond Coalition for the
Homeless. “If you believe passionately
about something, feel strongly about pro-
tecting rights, you will step on tocs. I grew
up in the '60s, I was a young adult in the
>70s, so I know what the hippie movement

was all about. 1 know how impassioned
people can get about issues. I 'see Henry as

a little bit of a throwback — and T admire.

that.”

helatestpublic policybattle

to engage McLaughlin is

whether the Daily Planet

— which provides a vari-

ety of services for home-

less people — will stay downtown at 302

W. Canal St.,move to anew location (a site

at 17th and O streets near the city jail has

been proposed), or be divided into smaller

service units and dispersed throughout the

city whenits lease expires at the end of the
year. .

The city is considering a change in zon-

ing regulations that would restrict services

to the homeless in B-4 zones, the only

zones still remaining where homeless ser-

vices can be provided by right without the

need for special use permits. City officials,
businesses, residents, homeless advocates
and service providers disagree on the best
solution to the Planet’s dilemma.
McLaughlinislegaladviseranda found-
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respect

ing member of ASWAN (A Society With-

outa Name), the advocacy group ofand for
the homeless. The group believes services
should remain centralized downtown and
opposes any changes to zoning regulations
that would further restrict services fo the

continued




pt to preempt such a move, in
1996 McLaughhn ﬁ]ed a request for

T e e S ;
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Tntheletter requesting the investigation, '

frus- | McLaughlin alleges that discrimination

against the disabled and African Ameri-
cans occurred * “in certain plans, actions,

ainstream, away
white neighbor-

Tequest except to say no investigation has -

 taken place.
- “He doesn’t mind steppmg on any toes

as long as he thmks he s domg the right

 is nobody who has any g
~ Mr.McLaughlin. He is avery strong advo-
cate for the homeless - whichmeans alotto

* make a decision he feels 1‘ not in the best
interest of the homeless.”

McLaughlin sees the furor about the

| homeless as a “false conflict” that misses

the point— the entire community. benefits
when it treats its poorest members as hon-
orable citizens. In that, there is no room for

‘| compromise.

“There 1550 much concern shown here
forthe homeless,” McLaughlinsays. “Rich-
mond has done such a good job — we are
not that far away from a significant reduc-

~ tion in the number of our homeless. We
- don’t have fo accept homelessness as per-

manent. ... It certainly makes a difference
when the community says, "You are.en-
titled to respect.” It costs nothing — you
don’t have to get a grant to do that.”

He acknowledges the “overwhelming
support” Richmond’s corporate, religious
and nonprofit communities have given the
Dailv Planet. “There are no bad guys here,”
he says.

“One thing is very 1mportant to remem-
ber about Henry,” says City Councilman
Timothy Kaine, who initiated the Home-

less Service Task Force in November 1995

and who is married to Central Virginia
Legal Aid managing attorney Anne Holton,

‘now onleave ofabsence. “I’ve heard people

criticize him for being unswerving, but if
we have a matter on the council docket
involving zoning changes to build a
McDonald’s oranother commercial use of
some kind, there is always a lawyer who
comes down to represent the business.

“Nobody criticizes that lawyer for being
unswerving and dedicated. Nobody ex-
pects that lawyer to advocate a balanced
position that is notin the bestinterest of his
client. It is the policy-makers’ job to come
up with compromise. Itis a lawyer’s job to
advocate.”
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. McLaughlin’s advocacy for the home-
less does not stop at City Hall or in the
courtroom. He has earned the gratitude and
affection of those who live their lives on
the streets, because he offers them his time,
his friendship and rarest of all — his re-
spect.

John Felts, a formerly homeless manand
co-convener of ASWAN, speaks with pride
about the accomplishments of his organi-
zation. ASWAN produces a newsletterand
has representatives on the Daily Planet
board and in the Greater Richmond Coali-
tion for the Homeless.

“Now I feel like the homeless have a
voice,” says Felts, “that we are acted with,
instead of acted upon.”

Felts credits McLaughlin with much of
ASWAN’s success. “Henry is the one who
boosted us and really got us going,” he
says. “‘He made us see the light and realize
'we can change circumstances, but we’ve
got to do it ourselves. Henry is one of the
most unique, powerful persons represent-
ing the homeless I've ever met. ... T1look up
to Henry like I'd look up to Booker T.
Washington.”

Booker T. Washington, Ralph Nader,
Mother Teresa — McLaughlin routinely
inspires such comparisons. He waves it all
aside with impatience.

“I am a plumber,” says McLaughlin. “I
am a technician for Legal Aid who gets a

The Kentuckvaefby,‘ Saturday, May 3rd

Here's the Party.

good salary to represent the issues that the
community says we should put our re- = The Deﬂ)y Package
sources into. It is a mistake, and it is coun- 58 $20 Includes:
terproductive to romanticize whatI do. My - Adimission
job s to be a technician and do the work to ©=  Reserved Seat (private TV S5)
articulate the interests of the poor and the -  Official Kentucky Derby
rights of the homeless.” S Doc's Pisx (Tlot Tips)
pot Mint Julep in
%) Official Kentucky Derby Glass
he Central Virginia Legal s Carving Station Buffet
Aid Society is located at

101 W. Broad Street in the
101 West Building, which
also houses the Richmond

The Crown @

S =

Free Press and the NAACP Community o 2
Resource DevelopmentProgram. Although e - $50 Includes:
spaceisample, decoris Spartanand slightly o VIP Admission & Reserved Seal
scuffed. = Official Kentucky Derby

McLaughlin occupies a small corner of- b= ;: Doc's Pixx (Hot ﬁps)
fice. The only window is small, highabove = — Set of Six Derby Glasses
the line of vision and shuttered against k| o Derby Hat or FShirt
sunlight. Files and papers are stacked on all e s Land and Sea Buffet

available surfaces, including the floor
around his feet. Vying for space on a
crowded table is a small photograph of his
33-year-old son, Henry W. McLaughlin
1V, and his daughter, VirginiaMcLaughlin,
29. Here he speaks about his life with equal
doses of courtly courtesy and brimstone
intensity.

McLaughlin has worked with Legal Aid
since February 1978 and has been execu-
tive director since March 1990. His life
before Legal Aid included growing up ina
liberal family insegregated Halifax County,
attending Princeton University, where he
majored in English and served as editor of
the campus humor magazine, and working
as a reporter in the Farmyille bureau of the
Richmond Times-Dispatch, where he coy-
ered the massive resistance to integration
in Prince Edward County schools.
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‘After finding he could ot sup
family ona reporter’s salary, he enter

University of Virginia Law. Sch
graduated in 1966 to join hi fmh
practice in Halifax. i

“Law was a better choice for me,

- MecLaughlin says. “The job of a reporter is
1o be a witness to events. I m better smted
for involvement in issues.”

In law school, McLaughlm continu

working summers for the newspaper. When

his 17-year-old sisterwas killed inanai
mobile accident, McLaughlin
turned his grief into action by
writing a series on automobile
safety. He then tried hus hand in -
politics, serving first as a foot
soldier in George McGovern’s
1972 drive to register black vot-
ers. A yearlater, he was appointed
- presssecretary in Henry Howell’s
failed campaign for governor. I
1977, he served as a district chair
for the Carter presidential cam-
paign. But McLaughlin was un-
scttled by the lack of rules gov-
erning the political process. He
returned with relief to the struc-
turedcode oflaw helovessowell.
“I’m not sure people are good
at talking about what they love,”
McLaughlin says as he stoops to
find a file on the floor. Time and
again, he abruptly retreats from
talking about himself to focus on
the people he admires, which in-
cludes almost cveryone — his
staffofeightattorneys who handle
3,500 to 5,000 cases a year; the
private attorneys who last year
donated services worth $470,000
to the Legal Aid office; the sup-

‘who practiced
grandfaﬂwr, clrcult Court Judga William R. Barksdale.

port staffwho regularly work eve-

nings and weekends without overtime pay;
and his clients.

Central Virginia Legal Aid’s director of
operations, Jean E. Smith, describes
McLanghlinasaman who works onbehalf
of his clients three days running without
ever going to bed, then comes to the office |

workis so rewardmgandthe need S0 greaL
1 believe that he just can’t say no. I'm
concemed he doesn’t seem to have ashut-
off valve.”
McLaughlm sayshe i isfree to work hard
because he’s been happlly marned to his
second wife for 12 years, his children are

gmwn,andhe“doesn tdovolumeerwork e

Hislong hours compensate for his disorga-

mzahon, says. It’s a shortcoming that

grieves him and one he tries to change;

mcanwlu]e,lnsemploymmdfmmlywodc :

around his preoccupations.
“One daymy sisterand I were inthe back
seat of the car because Dad was driving us to

the school bus,” recalls McLaughlin’s son. |
At the time, the family lived in Richmond

while McLaughlin commuted to the law
practice he shared with his fatherin Halifax.
“Newere beingloudand Dad said, “You

- . Well, we got quiet,

and aﬂer awhil
cause we realized something was wrong
‘when we kept driving and driving. Two

hours later, we arrived in Halifax — Dad
had forgotten to take us to the bus. So we

hadagr&tumespendmgthedaymﬂahfax
with our cousins.”

Although McLaughIm consxders this an
embarrassing lapse ofmemory,theyounger
McLaughlin chalks it up to his father’s
“laser focus” on issues of work. “He was

e got really quiet be-

"'m The Jefferson Hotel, the very private
‘McLaughlin winces when asked whathe is

most proud of in his life. He responds
softly that he is very proud of his son and
daughter and his wife.

_ Butas he begins telling the story of
he, Central Virginia Legal Aid att

Anne Holton and former Richmond Te:

. ants Organization prcsndent Alma Mane
o Baﬂowtookonﬁxe Justice Departme
the Depamnent of Housing and

Development in 1990, his voice rist
his words gust like the March winds sy
ing outside.
“I got a call one mght aftera mcetmg of
the Richmond Tenants Organization,”

_ McLaughlin begins. Tenants of the city’s

public housing had received fliers saying
thatif drug activity occurred intheir homes,

 they could be evicted without notice. After
 calling the National Housing Law Project
‘on a Thursday, McLaughlin learned that

federal marshals planncd a high-profile

 raid Monday on public housing oomplexes

thronghout the country toimmediately evict

 families suspected of illegal drug activity.

The Central Virginia Legal Aid staff
worked around the clock to halt what they
considereda gross violation of public hous-
ing tenants’ constitutional right to due pro-
cess. Within 48 hours, Holton argued in

federal district court the case for a class

people' » Holton adds.
MeLanghlm 's work protecting

~of the poor has not gone unnoticed by his

received the Virginia State Bar

r ; ati
ighli Pro Bono Publlco Award;
¢ with the VBA to establish pro-
in esstaﬁ'gdbyvolunteera!tomeysi ;

legal profession — the life of public ser-

 vice. Plainly he could have made alotmore
money, beenmore comfortable working in

the pnvatc sectordomg some. goodthmugh .

gal 2 ;
he has strong views about ﬂnngs
that sometimes put him a little out of the.

 mainstream. But if you wantto bea change

agent and explore further reaches, you

% havetobeoutofﬂlemmnstxeamfromume
~totime. ...

“Henry,” éays Amngton, “IS out where
the actionis.” $



